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Post-Trip Lesson Plan 
Corn 

I. Grade level: grades 6-8 
II. Objectives:  

a. To understand the importance of corn in 1898. 
b. To use primary and secondary sources to better understand the corn industry. 
c. To explore the various products that are made with corn. 

III. Standards:  
a. Sunshine State Standards (2006):  

1) Social Studies: Time, Continuity, and Change: Standard 1: Knows the 
relative value of primary and secondary sources and uses this 
information to draw conclusions from historical sources such as data in 
charts, tables, graphs.  

2) Social Studies: Time, Continuity, and Change: Standard 6: Understands 
the history of Florida and its people. 

3) Social Studies: People, Places and Environments: Standard 1: Uses 
various map forms and other geographic representations, tools, and 
technologies to acquire process and report geographic information 
including patterns of land use. 

IV. Vocabulary: 
a. Bushel: a method of weighing corn, about 56 pounds 
b. Corn Crib: a place corn is stored to stay dry and to keep out of the reach of 

animals 
c. Kernel: the corn seed 
d. Oxygenation: the release of oxygen by plants 
e. Pollination: the process of pollen spreading and fertilizing corn 
f. Tassel: located on the top of the corn stalk and produces pollen  
g. Ear: the kernel and cob of the corn when they are both still attached 
h. Cornhusk: the outside leaves which protect the corn 
i. Harvesting: The picking of corn ears off the corn plant for consumption. This was 

usually done by hand in 1898; however, today there is machinery for harvesting.  
V. Importance of corn: Corn is one of the larger crops that Florida farmers produced in 1898. 

It was used to feed animals, to feed families, and make a variety of baked goods.  
 
 

Activity 1: Uses of Corn 
VI. Materials: 

a. One large sheet of paper  
b. Markers 
c. (or chalkboard and chalk) 
d. Worksheet: Comparison Chart 

VII. Procedures: Create a list with the class about all the uses of corn today (vegetables, corn 
meal, corn syrup, bread, popcorn, ethanol, etc.). After this is completed have each student 
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choose one use of corn from the list. Each student should then compare this modern usage 
of corn from a use of corn in 1898 (listed below) in a Comparison Chart.   

VIII. Instructions for Comparison Chart: In oval one describe the use of corn today: explain how 
the product is created (to their understanding) what this product it is used for etc. In oval 
two describe the use of corn in 1898: how the product created, what this product is used 
for, how you make this product. In the similarities column describe how these two products 
are similar.  

IX. Usages of Corn in 1898: 
a. Vegetable 
b. Canned Corn 
c. Corn Meal 

1) Can be used for a variety of baked goods such as bread 
d. Corn Syrup 

1) Can be used as a sweetener  
e. Cornstarch used for makeup 
f. Feed for animals 
g. Firewood 

X. Assessment: Assignment can be graded based on completion and use of historical 
information.  

XI. Open-Ended Questions: 
a. How are the uses of corn different today than in 1898? 
b. What are the similarities in the uses of corn today and in 1898? 
c. What uses for corn can you think of that have not been produced yet in the United 

States? (Be creative). 
 
 

Activity 2: Worksheet: Corn Defined 
XII. Materials: 

a. Worksheet: Corn Defined 
b. Writing Utensil 

XIII. Procedures: Hand out worksheet: Corn Defined to students and allow time for them to 
complete the worksheet. 

XIV. Assessment: This assignment can be graded based on accuracy, and applying their 
knowledge of the subject of corn to the historical information they have learned about corn.  

XV. Open-Ended Questions:  
a. When someone says corn what types of food and grains come to mind? 
b. In what ways do we consume corn today? 
c. How do we define corn today? 
d. How was corn defined in 1886? 
 
 

Activity 3: Worksheet: Corn Charts   
XVI. Materials: 

a. Worksheet: Corn Charts 
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b. Writing Utensil 
c. Colored Pencils, Crayons 

XVII. Procedures: Pass out the worksheet: Corn Charts and allow time for the students to 
complete their worksheet.  

XVIII. Assessment: This worksheet can be graded based on completion and accuracy.  
XIX. Open-Ended Questions: 

a. Name some types of primary and secondary sources.  
b. Where does corn come from today? 
c. In what locations is corn grown? 
d. How do you think the process of growing corn has changed over the years? 
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Post-Trip Lesson Plan 
Comparison Chart 
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Post-Trip Lesson Plan 

Corn Charts 
 
Instructions: Look at the chart below and answer the following questions. 

 
Merriam, William R. Director. “Agriculture Part II Crops and Irrigation.”  Census Reports Volume VI: Twelfth 
census of the United States, taken in the year 1900. Washington: United States Census Office, 1902. 

 
Questions:  

1. In what locations is corn grown? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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2. Why do you think corn was not grown in the western states? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. According to the map above Florida does not produce as much corn as many 

other Eastern states. However, corn is one of Florida’s major crops. What do 

you think this says about the Florida population during the time of this map 

(1900)?________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Why are charts from the time period you are studying good sources for 

information?____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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A. M. Hawthorne & daughters in a corn field, Lake 
City, Florida, early 20th century 

(Florida State Archives) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. The above picture is a picture of Florida farmers in the early 20th century in a 

corn field. Other then the fact that the photograph is in black and white, name 

three things that let you know this is a picture from the early 20th century. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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6. Does the corn field that the figures are standing in resemble a common corn 

field today in 1989? Why or why not. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 Draw a picture of farm equipment today:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

A typical plow in 1904: 

 
Prosperity Implements. Chattanooga Plow Co. Chattanooga, Tennessee 

U.S.A. 1904 
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Post-Trip Lesson Plan 
Corn Defined 

 
Instructions: Read the excerpt below than answer the following questions. 

 
The Grocers’ Hand-Book and Directory for 1886 

complied by Artemas Ward 
 
Corn. Properly, this is a name applied to all kinds of farinaceous 

grains which are used as food, in which sense we find it used in the 

Bible and in old writings, but in many countries it is now restricted to 

some particular grain, as for instance, in Scotland, corn means oats 

and in England, it means wheat, and so we find English books 

speaking of “threshing corn” and of “the waving fields of corn,” just 

as we speak of threshing the wheat and wavy fields of wheat.  In our 

own country, the term is restricted to maize or Indian corn, of which 

several varieties are cultivated.  There is the Yellow corn, grown in the 

northern states, and the White or Southern corn; which are named 

from the color of the grain when ripe, and the Sweet corn, the ripe 

grain of which has a shriveled look. This is the variety most esteemed 

for table use as a vegetable. There is also a small variety, called 

Popcorn, so named from the slight explosion with which the husk of 

the grain bursts when the interior is expanded by heat in roasting. 

Corn is most extensively used in the shape of corn meal, which is 

made into bread of various kinds and in large portions of the country 
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forms the chief article of food.  It is also extensively canned for use as 

a vegetable.  

 
1. This is a primary source that owners of general stores use to learn about the 

products that they sell. Why is this a good source to see what people thought 

about corn in the late 19th century? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. What does corn refer to in Scotland? _______________________________ 

3. What does corn mean in England? _________________________________ 

4. When the term Corn is used properly (according to this author in 1886) what 

is it referring to? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

5. Name three usages of corn in 1886 by referring to the excerpt. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

6. Now create your own definition of corn based on the functions of corn 

today, the different types of food products corn is in, and how the word corn 

is used today. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Sources: 
Ward, Artemas. The Grocers’ Hand-Book and Directory for 1886. Bedford Massachusetts: 
Applewood Books (The Philadelphia Grocer Publishing Co. 1882).   
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